Parents still make the difference!
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Manners Are an Important Way for Teens to Show Respect

Talking about “good manners” almost seems old-fashioned.  But that may be because fewer people practice them, not because they are actually outdated.  Good manners will never go out of style for people who care about showing and receiving respect.

Emphasize that your teen’s manners “speak for her.”  They send a message that she is a respectful person.  And while it’s true that good manners don’t always represent the “real person underneath,” it’s also true that if she doesn’t have good manners, few people will bother trying to get to know her.

Good manners include:

· Waiting your turn to speak.

· Using proper language when you speak.  Proper language includes polite words like please and thank you.   It does not include insults or curse words.

· Thanking people who do something nice for them.

· Looking at people when they speak to you and you speak to them.

Share these reasons for good manner with your teen:

· They win you the respect of peers and adults, including teachers.

· They help make for a pleasant environment wherever you are.

· They show people that you value them.

· They help keep the peace.

· They tell others that you are making an effort to do your best.
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