Parents still make the difference!



Books Aren’t the Only Options For Preteen Reading 

Is your child a reader?  Some kids don’t read many novels, but that doesn’t mean they are not readers.  Be careful not to label your middle schooler a nonreader – if you say it, your child is likely to believe it.

Nearly every kind of reading has value that you may not have considered.  Recognize it.  Encourage it.  Praise your child for reading. 

If your child reads:

· Magazines – he has learned the value of reading for pleasure and interest.  As long as the material is age-appropriate, this is a constructive activity for your child.
· Sports scores – he has learned to read for information.   And he has learned that the newspaper is a valuable source.

· Nonfiction books – he is practicing fluency, comprehension and vocabulary skills.   Many boys prefer nonfiction to fiction.  Consider giving him a biography of a person he admires.

· Instruction manuals – he has learned that reading can teach him a practical skill.   Look for longer books about skills he wants to learn.

· Instant messages – he has learned to use reading and writing to communicate.   But if that’s all he reads – and it is affecting grades and other activities – consider limiting computer time.
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