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15 e Yemonts
;\%@ Fel 1\* 0 F I él lived in a tiny house with a tiny yard. But she
had a big heart, a big family, and more than anything, she loved to cook
big meals for them.

In one week, her youngest grandchild, Little Catalina, would be seven

¢ years old, and the whole family would squeeze into her c&s’fta for the party.

: i Rosa Maria didn't mind because she believed what her mother had
\; \ - always said: “"When there's room in the heart, there’s room
- | in the house, % €XCEDT for a mouse.”
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}U Y]G[ El‘g, Rosa Maria planned the menu: enchiladas,

rice and beans (no dinner was complete without rice and

beans!), birthday cake, lemonade, and a pifiata filled with
candy.

She ordered the birthday present — something Little
Catalina had wanted for a long time.

Satisfied with the plans, she wiped down the table so she
wouldn’t get mice and took out a mousetrap just in case.
She was sure she had set one the night before, but now she
couldn't find it. Maybe she’d forgotten.

When it was set and ready to ST1d ), she turned off the
light and went to bed.




m G’)’ﬂ GJ Elcg Rosa Maria did the laundry. She washed and

ironed her largest tablecloth and the twenty-four napkins that
matched. But when she finished, she only counted twenty-three.
“No importa,” she said. “It doesn’t matter. So what if
someone has a napkin that doesn't match? The important
thing is that we're all together.”
After dinner she swept the floor and checked the mousetrap.

But it was missing.

Didn't | set one last night? she wondered. o
She hurried to the cupboard to fetch another, and whenit el
was set and ready to STIA), she turned off '
the light and went to hEd'__,,...-'-"' f—““T | ; |
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. 0\3 & Gln B@d 219 Rosa Maria prépar ed

the enchiladas. She dipped the tortillas in red
sauce, filled them with cheese, and rolled them
into fat little bundles. She noticed the pfﬁdhl'\'
was missing a few feathers.

“No importa,” she said. “Those feathers

won't make a difference to the children when

the pifiata is fl!led wlth‘candy
After dinner she mopped up the salice and

 checked the mousetrap.

But it was gone agam'

“| am so busy that I'm forgetting to

i remember!” she cried.

~ She hurriéd.go the cup:-I;lt;)jard to fetch another

and wheh it was set and ready to
9 nap she turned off the
llqht and went to hed
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qu I @J élclg Rosa Maria picked up the cake and seven candles.

But she hadn't been able to find her big bo/sa before she left.

“No importa,” she said. “I'll carry the cake in one hand and the
candles in the other.”

Tomorrow was the big day. Rosa Maria knew she mustn't forget
anything, so she carefully went over the list one last time.

After dinner she wrapped the cake and checked the mousetrap.

She couldn't believe her eyes.

No mousetrap!
“Thank goodness I've got plenty.”

She hurried to the cupboard to fetch another and when it
was set and ready to STIA ), she turned off the light and
went to bed.

15



Rosa Maria cooked
the rice. As the workers assembled Little Catalina's
present, she set the table and squeezed the juiciest
lemons from her tree.

“Let’s see,” she said, feeling very proud. “Enchiladas, rice

and beans (no dinner was complete without rice and beans!),

birthday cake, and lemonade. | know | have forgotten
something, but what? #
But she only counted six.
“No importa,” she said. | will arrange the six
candles in the shape of a seven and Little Catalina
will be just as happy. everything
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That afternoon Rosa Maria's family filled her tiny casita.
They ate the enchiladas and rice and beans. They drank
the fresh-squeezed lemonade. And they devoured the cake.
Little Catalina loved her present - a swing set! And after
every cousin had a turn, they chanted, “jLa pifiata! jLa pifiatal”
They ran to the walnut tree and
threw a rope over a high -



.

Whack' Whack! Little (atalina's'wuﬁg the pifiata stick.
- “Wait!" cried Rosa Maria as she remembered what she'd
_.'forqotten But it was too late. | -
b (l' ack! the pifiata separated and the chrldren s-:ramb!ed to

e collect the candy. _
oy * How could that be? Rosa Maria puzzled. | must have filled it

without even realizing! .
She laughed at her own forgetfulness as she hugqed AT S
qranddauqhter and said, "Fe.'rz cumpfeaﬁos my Little Catalina.

~ Happy birthday.”




After everyone had gone, Rosa Maria tidied her kitchen and
thought contentedly about the fiesta. She pictured the happy
look on Little Catalina's face when the candy spilled from the
pifiata. But Rosa Maria still couldn’t remember when she had
filled it.

“No importa,” she said. “It was a wonderful day.”

But as Rosa Maria swept out the cupboard, she discovered

the telltale signs of mice!

“I'Rdl'ones,’” she cried. “Where are my mousetraps?
| will set them all!"

She inched to the floor and when she did, something caught
her eye.

She looked closer.

Maybe | dicn’t fill the pifiata, she thought.
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“Was it possible?” shfasked. shaking her head.
“Could | have had help?” :

P Rosa Maria looked Fat"th_e leftovers. Too much

for one person.
And what was it her mother had always said?

in the house ... €V €1 for a mouse.”

“When there's room in tliehegrt. there's room [j |
: “Fijate!Imagine that!” she said. “I ;

» remembered the words wrong all these years.”
Besides, how many could there be?

Two? Four? <
“No importa,” she said. “It doesn’t

imatter if a f:ew helpful mice live here, too.”
Then she turned off the light and

went to hef
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To the Goe family:

Steve, Susan, Ben, and Peter,

our neighbors,

no matter where they live.

A la memoria de Abuelita,

Maria Dionicia Silva Magdaleno de Arévalo,

y @ su hija, mi madre, Rosa Marija.

Mo part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
tramsemitted in amy form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
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Blossany and Prononeiabion Guds

boksa (BOWL-sa): bag

casita (ka-SEE-ta): small house

cielos (see-AY-los): heavens

dulces (DOOL-sace): candy

enchiladas (en-chee-LA-thas): cheese-filled tortillas with sauce
feliz cumpleafios (feh-LEEZ coom-play-AHN-yos): happy birthday
fiesta (fee-YES-ta): party

fijate (FEE-ha-tay): imagine that

frijoles (free-HOLE-ace): beans

no importa (no im-POR-ta): it doesn’t matter

pasteleria (pas-te-le-REE-a): pastry shop

pifiata (pin-YA-ta): hanging container filled with candy

qué boba soy (kay BO-ba soy): silly me

ratones (ra-TONE-ace): mice

tortillas (tor-TEE-yas): thin cornmeal or flour cakes
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FAMILY

Recipe for a Festive Story Time:

Mix 1 birthday party, 1 delicious Mexican meal, and lots of children,
grandchildren, aunts, uncles, cousins, and surprise guests into a fun romp.
Add comic illustrations, jaunty rhythms, and playful refrains.

Spice with mystery and stir everything into a book.

Serve aloud to large groups or small. Finally, store leftovers on a

shelf in a child’s bedroom, library, or classroom.

Enjoy!

Let the Scholastic Bookshelf be your guide through the whole range of your child’s
experiences — laugh with them, learn with them, read with them!
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