
196 

 

 

 
 

Conventions Progression by Grade Level 
Standard Introduction Level Symbol 
The skill has not been introduced.  
The skill is introduced. I 
The skill is mastered. M 
The skill should be reviewed as students encounter and create more complex text. R 

 
Skill K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Begin each sentence with a capital letter and use 
ending punctuation. I, M R R R R R R R R R R R R 

Capitalize the days of the week, the months of the 
year, and the pronoun I. I, M R R R R R R R R R R R R 

Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or 
/es/. I, M R R R R R R R R R R R R 

Use interrogatives to ask questions. I, M R R R R R R R R R R R R 
Capitalize proper nouns. I M R R R R R R R R R R R 
Form and use simple verb tenses for regular verbs 
by adding the affix -ed. I M R R R R R R R R R R R 

Form plurals -y to -ies.  
 I M R R R R R R R R R R 

Form and use complete simple sentences. I M R R R R R R R R R R R 
Use possessives. I M R R R R R R R R R R R 
Use subject-verb agreement in simple sentences. I M R R R R R R R R R R R 
Conjugate regular and irregular verb tenses.  

 I I M R R R R R R R R R 
Form and use regular and frequently occurring 
irregular plural nouns. 

 
 I I M R R R R R R R R R 

Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring 
irregular verbs. 

 
 I I M R R R R R R R R R 

Use apostrophes to form contractions.  
 I M R R R R R R R R R R 

Use interjections.  
 I M R R R R R R R R R R 

Appropriately use pronouns.  
 I M R R R R R R R R R R 

Use commas in a series.  
 I M R R R R R R R R R R 

Use plural possessives.  
 I M R R R R R R R R R R 

Maintain consistent verb tense across paragraphs.  
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R R R 

Form and use irregular plural nouns.  
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R R R 

Form and use the progressive and perfect verb 
tenses. 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R R R 

Use simple modifiers.  
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R R R 

Use prepositions and prepositional phrases.  
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R R R 

Form and use compound sentences.  
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R R R 

Use quotation marks with dialogue and direct 
quotations. 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R R R 

Use commas to indicate direct address.  
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R R R 

Use subject-verb agreement with intervening 
clauses and phrases. 

 
 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R R 

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and 
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 

 
 

 
 I I M R R R R R R R R 
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Skill K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Use conjunctions.   

 

 
 I M R R R R R R R R 

Use principal modals to indicate the mood of a 
verb. 

 
 

 
 

 
 I I M R R R R R R R 

Use appositives, main clauses, and subordinate 
clauses. 

 
 

 
 

 
 I I M R R R R R R R 

Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in tense 
and number. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R 

Use conjunctions correctly to join words and 
phrases in a sentence. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R R R R 

Use verbals including gerunds, infinitives, and 
participial phrases. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 I I M R R R R R R 

Use comparative and superlative forms of 
adjectives 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R R R 

Use pronouns correctly with regard to case, 
number, and person, correcting for vague pronoun 
reference. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
I 

 
I 

 
M 

 
R 

 
R 

 
R 

 
R 

 
R 

 
R 

Appropriately use colons.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R R 

Appropriately use ellipses.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R R 

Appropriately use hyphens.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R R 

Vary sentence structure.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

I  

I M R R R R R 
Appropriately use passive and active voice.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    I M R R R R 
Use semicolons to form sentences.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R 

Use verbs with attention to voice and mood.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 I M R R R R 

Add variety to writing or presentations by using 
parallel structure and various types of phrases and 
clauses. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
I 

 
I 

 
I 

 
M 

 
R 

 
R 

Use knowledge of usage rules to create flow in 
writing and presenting. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    I I M R 


