
 

 

 

“Look for bits of beauty in every day.  That’s where the magic happens.” 
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Lao Tu says, “Nature does not hurry, yet everything  is accomplished.”  Spring is giving us a little April Fool’s joke as the 
weather shifts from warm to cool to warm again.  However, the flowers are blooming, and life is renewing itself.          
April brings the Christian holiday of Easter, the Jewish holiday of Passover, the Sikh holiday of Vaisakhi,                                   
the Baha’i holiday of Ridvan, and the Hindu holiday of Rama Navami.  Some of these holidays are related to renewal 
and to each other in their focus and celebration, others are very different.  As always, we celebrate the variety of 
cultures we get to experience here at Clearview every day.  In the past few weeks, I learned that one of our students 
sells eggs at the market and another makes amazing flower bouquets out of soap.  Every week we learn something new 
about each other and that helps us to bloom like flowers with community and knowledge.  I hope whatever you 
celebrate, you are able to do it with joy, love, and compassion, with a renewed sense of purpose for of all the wonderful 
things in your life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU!

 

2024-25 Clearview Adult Education Center Student Calendar 
 

5/26/25 Memorial Day Holiday – Schools Closed – No Classes 
 

6/2/25  New Term Starts – Students must fill out 4-page registration form and pay $45 tuition 
 

6/2/25 - 7/25/25 
4-Day School Week – School and office closed on Fridays – No classes on Fridays 

 

7/4/25  4th of July Holiday 
 

7/21/25 - 7/30/25  
District Shutdown – Schools Closed – No Classes 

 



 

 

April Graduate of the Month from Clearview 
LUIS GARCIA 

 

“Luis Garcia is our April Graduate of the Month.  He came to us from Venezuela and 
has been here for almost two years.  Luis is a charismatic young man that loves to 
converse and joke with all his teachers.  He is as nice and caring as he is humorous, 
often waiting and walking myself and Ms. Jane out to our cars as it was dark at the 
time we left.  Luis divided his time between his English ESOL classes and his GED 
classes while also working.  He was dedicated to earning his GED and did so very 
quickly.  During his time with us he earned a better job and has now set his sights on 
furthering his education, planning to pursue a career in nursing but he also loves real 
estate.  We anticipate him succeeding on both fronts. Congratulations Luis!”  
Submitted by CVAEC ABE/GED Teacher Ms. Allison. 

 

 
 
 
 

April GED Student of the Month from Clearview 
CASSANDRA COOPER 

“I am nominating Cassandra Cooper for the April GED Student of the Month.  
Cassandra is a remarkable student who shows up each and every day with a positive 
attitude and determination to earn her GED diploma.  She is always ready and 
motivated to learn a new skill or topic and smiles the whole way through.  Cassandra 
is living by the motto "bet on myself" and big things will happen, and she's shown 
it to work.  She successfully passed her RLA test and is currently prepping for the 
Science test.  I can't wait to see what lies ahead for Cassandra.         I look forward 
to celebrating all her success when she gets to walk across the stage in the near 
future!  Congrats Cassandra and keep up the good work!”  Submitted by CVAEC 
ABE/GED/AHS Teacher Ms. Jet. 

 
 
 
 
 

April ESOL Student of the Month from Clearview 
YOUBIN PAN 

 

“Youbin Pan is a dedicated ESOL student who attends both day and night classes and 
works diligently to improve his English.  He is very good at asking questions, 
contributing his ideas, and trying to understand the material.  Youbin is also a hard-
working massage therapist who uses his expertise in Chinese acupuncture and 
acupressure to treat people.  He has completed the required coursework to obtain 
certification as a massage therapist in Florida, but one of his future dreams is to open 
a Chinese restaurant giving him financial security and allowing him to help people 
improve their health and well-being using his massage and acupuncture skills.”  
Submitted by CVAEC ESOL Teacher Ms. Inguna . 
 

 



 

 

April ESOL Student of the Month from Clearview 
ELIO GOMEZ PEREZ 

 

“Elio Gomez Perez is an inspiring student!  He is one of our younger ESOL day students 
and works at a job, as well as comes to English classes.  Elio rarely misses school - 
even after working many days.  He sometimes comes to school sleepy and tired, but 
he still pays attention, does his class work, smiles, and continues to press on.  His 
work ethic and determination will get him far!  Keep up the good work, Elio!”  
Submitted by CVAEC ESOL Teacher Ms. Brenda. 

 
 
 
 

 
April ESOL Student of the Month from Clearview 

DIEUNIRVA “JENNIFER” GEORGES DUTERNE 
 
“Dieunirva ‘Jennifer’ Georges Duterne is truly a joy to have as a student.  Originally 
from Haiti, she brings such a unique perspective and is always full of brilliant, 
creative ideas.  What I admire most about her is her determination - she never 
gives up, no matter what challenge.  Jennifer is hardworking, enthusiastic, and 
always the first to jump in and participate.  I genuinely respect her drive and 
positive attitude and have no doubt that Jennifer will go far in life.  I feel lucky to 
have been part of her journey.”  Submitted by CVAEC ESOL Teacher Ms. Olesya. 
 
 

 
 

MIRACLES AT LARGO LIBRARY 

ESOL Students at Largo Library have been studying health related issues and reading about organ transplants.                                 
On Wednesday, February 5th, students and teachers at Largo Library were honored to be part of an intimate, 
emotionally piercing, and revelatory experience.  Our Largo Community Liaison Librarian, Katherine Kelly,  has a heart 
of gold and donated her kidney to the library's director, Casey McPhee.  Ms. McPhee would have died without the 
surgery.  We laughed, cried, and felt both relieved at the outcome and privileged to have been included in the retelling 
of their journey.  Casey is pictured on the left and Katherine is on the right.  All our levels were in attendance for the 
gathering.  Submitted by CVAEC Largo Library ESOL Teacher Ms. Naki. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This year 37 Clearview ESOL Students submitted personal stories to the Florida Literacy Council for consideration to 
have their article published in the 2025 essay book.  We have been featuring their stories in the monthly newsletter.  
Hopefully, you have found them inspirational and heartfelt.  This year, for the first time ever ALL 37 essays have been 
selected for publication!!!  One of our students, Inna Alfonso, has even been selected to attend the conference to 
personally read her story to the conference attendees.  Inna is one of only two students statewide that were asked to 
attend the conference.  In case you missed her essay we have printed it again below.  It will definitely make you smile.  
 

 
 
 
 

Lost in Translation by Inna Alfonso 
 

“When I first arrived in the United States, I was excited and determined to fit in.  I had spent months studying English 
and practicing conversations.  I felt ready to start this new world.  That confidence lasted about a day.  On my first 
morning, I walked into a classic American diner, just like the ones I have seen on TV.  A happy waiter came over to me 
with notepad in hand and asked, “How would you like your eggs?.”  I froze.  Back home, eggs were just eggs; boiled, 
maybe fried, but no one ever asked for options.  I figured “cooked” was the obvious answer so with a big smile I said, 
“cooked.’  The waiter laughed and trying to be polite asked again, “Right, but do you want them scrambled, fried or 
over-easy?.”  Now I was in trouble.  I had no clue what “over-easy” meant.  I didn’t want to look completely clueless so 
I did what anyone nervous will do.  I nodded confidently and said, “Yes.”  The waiter smiled and scribbled something 
down.  A few minutes later he placed scrambled eggs in front of me.  I started eating the plate and laughed quietly to 
myself.  As I ate. I realized two things.  First, Americans love having options even for something as simple as eggs.  
Second, it’s okay to not always understand everything.  That waiter’s kindness and humor made my embarrassment 
easier.  From that moment on I decided to embrace the learning process.  I realized misunderstandings weren’t the end 
of the world.  My mistakes, they were just funny little lessons waiting to happen.  That day I walked out of the diner 
full of scrambled eggs and a new lesson.  When you are in doubt just smile, nod, and go with the flow.”  
 
 
 

 

Inna Alfonso and all our essay writers!! 
 
 
 
 

Alex Bakhurynski, Magalie Belice, Maremy Betancourt McDonald, Jefferson Cano Diaz, Vivien Margarita Carreazo 
Merlano, Liliam Carrillo Vazquez, Kanhya Chhoy, Valeria Cordoba Velandia Chapman, Reinaldo De Oliveria, Huan Dinh, 
Teresa Thi Dinh, Rolando Gomez, Elain Hernandez Lee, Suleica Herrera Gonzalez, Khoi Ho, Thi Quynh Anh Huynh,       
Nada Ibrahim, Aung Kyaw Khant, Mai Lewis, Mengmeng Lin, Freya Matos Martinez, Victor Medina, Tatiana Mezentsova, 
Marharyta Mytsai, Thi Ngoc Thuyen Nguyen, Vu Huan Hguyen, Lazaro Dalian Ortega Hernandez, Maria D. Perez Estrada, 
Dimitri Rakitin, Domingo Sambrano Torres, Maria Irene Segrera, Justyna Stanisz, Maria Stiles Pulido, Tatiana Sych, 
Jaqueline Ventura Duarte, and Rin Xo Na Xa. 

Every year, the Florida Literacy Coalition publishes a book of essays written by 
Florida Adult Learners.  The Clearview Adult Education Center ESOL Students 
love to write so each year we submit some of their essays.  Reading the student 
stories is a truly emotional experience.  A few of them put a smile on my face 
and all of them make me think and help me understand the writer’s lives much 
more deeply.  Several of the most emotional and heartfelt essays bring tears 
to my eyes.  We will feature those essays in our Clearview Newsletters each 
month.  Please enjoy!! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Never Returning by Ydo Yumart 
 

“My name is Ydo Yumart.  I was born in Cuba and lived there for 38 years until 1983 when I left my country to establish 
myself as a citizen of the United States.  I haven’t gone back there nor plan to ever go back again.  I have to try to keep 
in my mind only the delightful memories of my happy and safe childhood until I was fourteen years old.  The rest of my 
life in Cuba wasn’t happy.  Nobody could have imagined the negative change in our country.  An evil and ambitious man 
came to destroy what for us was a paradise with its tropical climate, palm trees, mountains, green prairies, beautiful 
beaches of crystalline waters and fine sand.  How wonderful it was living there!  My memories of Cuba are bitter and 
sweet at the same time; let’s say sweet before Castro and bitter after him.  I almost finished with high school when 
Castro took power, so I was affected by the education changes as a student and later as a teacher.  The education 
system, which was at the same level of the most developed countries, had a quick decline.  The study of English was  
eliminated and substituted by the Russian Language.  Cuban history books were destroyed, and new books were written 
from the communist point of view.  All contemporary and modern world history was no longer studied, and students 
were forced to study Marxism and Leninism.  I dreamed of becoming a medical doctor, but at the time I was ready to 
enter college, my first child was born and there wasn’t a medical school near my hometown, so I decided to become a 
teacher.  Once I graduated from high school, I entered college to get a degree in education.  Due to a teacher deficit 
caused by a professional migration, undergraduates were forced to teach before graduating.  I taught middle school 
mathematics and geography during my university years and continued teaching for three more years after my 
graduation.  During these three years, I studied accounting because I decided to change my profession.  I neither wanted 
to indoctrinate children nor accept the education system changes.  When I became an accountant something funny 
happened, the accounting system was eliminated, and the country’s economy was out of control for more than twenty 
years.  I have embraced this country as my own and am very happy living here with the thoughts of never looking back.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The War Changed My Life by Natalia Kalinichenko 
 

“My name is Natalia, and I am 48 years old.  I am from Ukraine and even three years ago I never thought I would ever 
leave my country.  I had everything and it was perfect: a family, a beautiful big house, my favorite job, a career that I 
loved, and a lot of friends.  All my life I have travelled a lot and seen many countries and different cities, but I never 
wanted to leave homeland forever.  There I, like most Ukrainians, had everything we needed and wanted.  I had to 
leave Ukraine because of the war started by the Russian Federation led by Putin.  Early in the morning of the 24th of 
February in 2022, bombs were flying at Ukraine when we were sleeping peacefully.  We could not believe such things 
could ever happen!  It was very, very frightening.  My hometown suffered a lot because of the constant shelling and 
bombing.  My family and I had to evacuate.  Unfortunately, the war is still going on today.  Russia has destroyed many 
Ukrainian cities.  Many towns and villages have been wiped off the face of the Earth.  Hundreds of thousands of 
Ukrainian civilians and soldiers defending their land have died.  The world community is tired of the news from Ukraine 
and not only Ukraine is engulfed in fire and suffering now.  The world has gone mad.  My family and I live and work in 
Europe.  I am visiting Florida and taking English classes while I am here.  We hope that we will be able to return to our 
country, to our homes as soon as possible.  The only question is whether our Ukraine will then be the Ukraine we 
remember and loved so much.” 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Putting the Puzzle Pieces Together by Myriam Alzate 
 

“Many times, I have wondered what life is about.  One day, suddenly the answer came to me.  Life is putting events 
together and in the blink of an eye, a life is formed.  Life is a puzzle and speaking of puzzles, I tell you that at the time  
of the pandemic a friend asked me, ‘Do you like puzzles?.’  I had never done one but from then on it was my favorite 
hobby!  Sitting down to put together a thousand or fifteen hundred pieces to form a picture was the best way to spend 
the days at home during the pandemic.  I have also always said that you have to have a hobby for when you retire and 
there, I found something that relaxes me, distracts me, and cheers me up.  That’s how puzzles became part of the 
puzzles of my life.  Puzzles and my English teachers Ms. Mildred, Ms. Naki, and Ms. Jodi, who are understanding, have 
helped me lead a more active life.  I challenge you to do and enjoy a puzzle.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Process of Life by Ovidio Alzate 
 

“A child is an extension of my existence.  I always thought my parents were too demanding of me.  They called my 
attention just to bother me and my life.  I felt they were always picking on me, but the day came when I had my son, 
and I suddenly understood that what we want for our children is the best.  That we want to correct them, so they are 
good people and that’s when I understood my parents.  Now when I thought my last name was ending because there 
were no more men in the family to continue it, my gift arrived at Christmas.  A cute boy who is my great-grandson.      
His name is Andres Samuel Alzate, and he is in charge of extending my last name.  I love my son, my grandson, and my 
great-grandson.  I thank the Largo Library, my teachers Ms. Mildred, Ms. Naki, and Ms. Jodi, who are so understanding 
and patient with this great-grandfather who still wants to progress in his English skills.” 

 
 
 

 
 

Dear Me! by Carolina Marin Ramirez 
 

“What would you say to your girl self?  Hello Carolina, a little girl with big eyes, curious, full of big dreams, who lived in 
a world where magic existed, where you cured pain and sadness with a kiss and a band-aid, because you were the best 
doctor.  You had a very happy childhood and thanks to her, now we still believe there is no evil; there are only people 
who lacked love.  We still believe love is the only force that moves the world and if you and I think about it we have 
enough strength to fill that magic, with those beautiful things wherever we go or where we are received.  They have 
hurt us too much, yes!  We have not wanted to trust anymore, yes!  We have trusted again, yes!  They have let us down 
again, of course they have!  But unconsciously we have also done it, but we have also forgiven ourselves and we have 
only had to move away from situations and people who have hurt us.  From these situations we have learned to be 
better every day, to love ourselves a little more than the rest, to get up with help or most of the time alone, to know 
and set our own limits and to achieve our inner peace.  I know that sometimes I would like to give up, no longer be the 
strong woman many see.  I would like to go back to being that little girl who always had the world her mom and dad 
put at her feet.  I would also like many to understand that yes, you are that woman who has achieved it for a long time 
and in small steps continues to do so.  You are also that woman who needs to show herself being vulnerable, who needs 
many hugs, words of encouragement, to value the little or enough I do, and maybe just stay in pause.  Stop being for a 
while that independent woman full of responsibilities and go back to being the little girl who played with Barbie.         
Dear Me, I know not everything is going as you expected, but I want to tell you that you have come a long way and have 
had many happy moments.  I trust we are doing well, and I remind you there is a world of many doors to open.                        
Also, remember that our dreams end where the sky has no limit.  I love you, Girl!  XOXO” 



 

 

ACE of Florida Teacher of the Year for 2024-25 
JET FOWLER 

 

CVAEC ABE/GED/AHS Teacher Ms. Jet Fowler received recognition from the Pinellas County School Board for her 
distinction of being named the ACE of Florida Teacher of the Year for 2024-25 at their board meeting on Tuesday,        
April 8th.  She also received a personal visit from PCS Board Member Dawn Peters who has known Jet for years through 
their community and education work.  While Jet does not like to be the center of attention, she definitely deserves this 
recognition.  Congratulations again Jet, we are so very proud of you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured:  Pinellas County School Board Members Dawn Peters, Stephanie Meyer, Katie Blaxberg, CVAEC 
ABE/GED Teacher Jet Fowler, Caprice Edmond, Eileen Long, and Lisa Cane. 



 

 

On Thursday, May 24th, Clearview held their annual Earth Day Celebration honoring all the blessings Mother Nature has 
bestowed upon us.  Students and teachers gathered in the garden to hear from several presenters.  Students created 
“bee hotels” for solitary bees, learned about planting herbs, and the care and training of police dogs.  As a special bonus 
session, students were informed about community resources offered by the Pinellas County School System, which they 
found very helpful.  The weather was perfect and a fun and informative day was had by everyone!  Thank you to all our 
presenters and teachers for giving their time to make this a great event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we move forward with our community partners, 
please share information with our students as you 
see an appropriate need. 

6085 Park Blvd, Pinellas Park, FL 33781 

Damaris Cespedes Perez 

Margareth Anderson 

Clearview has two new United States Citizens. 
 
 
 
 
 

I am  truly proud of you, Damaris and Margareth!  I know you 
worked very hard on your journey to citizenship, and new 

opportunities and a sense of belonging are very important to you. 
I wish you all the best!  Your teacher, Ms. Inguna 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


