
 

 

 

“If you change the way you look at things, the things you look at change.” 
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March brings Spring which means flowers, warmer weather, and Spring Break.  I hope yours was wonderful.  In March 
we celebrate Women’s History Month as well as International Women’s Day.  Be sure to check out all the posters in the 
downstairs hallway to learn a little about some amazing women who made significant contributions to the world.  
March 17th is St. Patrick’s Day, and everyone likes to be a little Irish on this day.  Don’t forget to wear your green or you 
might get a pinch.  According to fun folklore, you get pinched on St. Patrick's Day for not wearing green because green 
makes you invisible to leprechauns.  Leprechauns are mischievous creatures, and according to legend, they like to pinch 
people (because they can!).  Teacher Paige and I were talking about how this is one of our favorite months here in 
Florida because the weather is beautiful, the days get longer, and you get a sense of a fresh start.  So, no matter what 
is happening, let’s all try to focus on the beauty that surrounds us.  Take a walk, ride a bike, hang out at the beach, or 
do whatever brings you joy!  Happy Spring! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU!

 

2024-25 Clearview Adult Education Center Student Calendar 
 

4/18/25 Non-Student Day – No Classes 
 

4/21/25 Non-Student Day – No Classes 
 

5/26/25 Memorial Day Holiday – Schools Closed – No Classes 
 

6/2/25  New Term Starts – Students must fill out 4-page registration form and pay $45 tuition 
 

6/2/25 - 7/25/25 
4-Day School Week – School and office closed on Fridays – No classes on Fridays 

 
 



 

 

March Graduate of the Month from Clearview 
SAUL CABRERA 

 

“SAUL CABRERA!  Saul came to us as an experienced and accomplished student 
from his home country of Mexico.  Due to the difficulty and expense of having 
out of country transcripts verified and translated, he opted to get his GED here.  
Saul was very focused and maximized his time reviewing and taking his GED 
tests.  We teased him about his consistency, scoring nearly the same on each 
individual GED test.  Saul Cabrera is a fantastic young man, intelligent, polite, 
and genuinely nice.  His future plans include getting his HVAC certification at 
Pinellas Technical College which is an excellent career choice to pursue here in 
the Sunshine State.”  Submitted by CVAEC ABE/GED Teacher Ms. Allison  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March AHS Student of the Month from Clearview 

LINNEA HENRY 
 

“Linnea just started AHS classes with me in February and has already shown 
she's motivated to move forward.  She is working hard to pass her upcoming 
ACT test while finishing up a course in Edmentum.  Linnea has done all I have 
asked of her in a short period of time, and I know with her hard work and 
effort she will be successful this April.  Congrats to Linnea on a job well done 
and putting in the time to earn her diploma!”  Submitted by CVAEC 
ABE/GED/AHS Teacher Ms. Jet. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

March GED Student of the Month from Clearview 
GISELLE PEREZ 

 

“Giselle Perez is one of our newer students in the GED program.  She came to us, as many do, because her employer 
made a change now requiring a high school diploma.  She travels quite a distance for her job but still comes in several 
days a week, putting in the work for her diploma.  She passed her first GED test and was diligently working toward the 
next.  Then, rumor had it that after she began her educational journey, her employer reversed the requirement for a 
high school diploma.  Giselle decided to earn her diploma anyway to pave the way for future career options.  She is very 
determined, and we are very proud she made the decision to continue.”  Submitted by CVAEC ABE/GED Teacher Ms. 
Allison  

 
 
 



 

 

March ESOL Student of the Month from Clearview 
TUYEN THI NGOC NGUYEN 

 

“Tuyen Thi Ngoc Nguyen is an exemplary student.  She has a brilliant mind 
which helps her to analyze complicated material, understand every detail, and 
explain everything to others in a way that helps them learn.  Tuyen is the best 
peer tutor in the group and students ask her for assistance when they are 
struggling with some concepts.  When she is offered an opportunity to be a 
teacher in front of the group, she manages everything expertly and knows 
how to ask interesting questions and manage student responses.  Tuyen is 
consistent in everything she does; she puts in the work and is proud of the 
result.  She also works as an office assistant and takes care of her two-year-
old son.  Tuyen is planning to study software engineering when her son is a 
bit older.  I am truly proud to nominate Tuyen as Clearview's March ESOL 
Student of the Month.”  Submitted by CVAEC ESOL Teacher Ms. Inguna 

 
March ESOL Student of the Month from Clearview 

LAZARO ORTEGA HERNANDEZ 
 

“Lazaro Ortega Hernandez is a wonderful person whose sincerity, genuine care 
for everyone, and beautiful smile are the first things people notice about him.  
The Clearview Family is truly grateful to know and appreciate Lazaro; everyone 
knows him.  When interviewed, Lazaro said he is thankful to be around good 
people and that he was born to be of service.  He feels loved by everyone, and 
lives to help humanity.  When he was a young boy, Lazaro started saving animals 
and birds and helping people as much as he could because he lives for the joy 
this gives him.  He accepts things as they come, and his dream is to live a 
rewarding life with the joy of service.  I am truly proud to nominate Lazaro as 
Clearview's March Student of the Month.”  Submitted by CVAEC ESOL Teacher 
Ms. Inguna 
 

 
 

March ESOL Students of the Month from Largo Library 
MYRIAM AND OVIDIO ALZATE 

 

 “Myriam and Ovidio Alzate love learning English!  They are 
both retired and come to class consistently, rarely missing class, 
to improve their English.  Attending class is a priority as is 
practicing English at home.  Myriam and Ovidio have been 
married for 55 years and do everything together.  They help 
each other with projects at home and in class and also help 
other students in class.  Their warm, bright smiles welcome all 
students, and their hard work and dedication deserve 
recognition!  Both Myriam and Ovidio practiced their English 
writing skills and submitted essays to the Florida Coalition last 
year.  Both essays were chosen and published in the book. They 
have also written and submitted essays this year that will 
hopefully be chosen as well.  Congratulations to Largo Library’s 
March ESOL Students of the Month Myriam and Ovidio Alzate!”  Submitted by CVAEC Largo Library ESOL Teachers        
Ms. Naki, Ms. Mildred, and Ms. Jodi. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A Sudden Parent by Nada Ibrahim 
 

“Imagine suddenly becoming parents for four children, ages 7-16!  My family were eating dinner when suddenly the 
phone rang.  My husband answered in a sad voice.  He said, “Did she die?”  So, I got up and asked, “Who died?”                 It 
was Nadjut, an Eritrean lady who came from Egypt as a refugee.  She was a single mother with four children.  I met her 
only once.  My husband called me to tell me that Nadjut died in a traffic accident in front of the factory where she 
worked.  She was crossing the street to get to the bus stop to return home.  Her beautiful children were all waiting for 
their mom at home, but she didn't come home like every day.  I was thinking about what happened; sadness filled my 
heart.  My husband was in shock.  He had left the accident site and gone to Nadjut’s house to check on the children.   
He found the police there and the Gulf Coast Organization which was responsible for Nadjut and her kids.  My husband 
decided to take the kids home because the police asked the kids if they have any relatives, and the answer was that 
they had no one in the U.S. and they didn't know anyone, just their mom.  With love, I said they are welcome, and I 
asked my husband how the police allowed him to take the kids.  He said, “Because they have no one, and the law 
doesn't allow them to stay home alone, we'll take care of them until the next step.”  The most difficult moment was 
when all of them entered, their sad faces full of questions and tears.  I hugged them and said, “Don't be afraid; I will be 
like your mom.  I know that no one can replace a mother.”  I asked them to feel at home.  I haven’t told you yet how I 
felt in those moments. I need more pages for that.  They stayed with us for two weeks.  During this time, my life stopped, 
all my children's activities were cancelled, and our home became a battlefield between organizations, charities, DCF, 
and everyone who heard about this incident.  I didn't know what to do, and I was confused because I didn't know the 
children and their culture because they are Eritrean, and we are Sudanese.  This was another challenge. With the 
support of my husband, I got through the difficult days.  We worked like one family, my Sudanese family, and our 
neighbors, until  Nadjut  was buried.  A few days later, the Gulf Coast Organization came and said the children would 
return to their home and another lady would take care of them until their relatives are found.  I learned a lot from this 
incident.  I learned how important are love and community.” 
 
 

 
 

Someone I Admire by Victor Medina 
 

“My dad was my greatest role model.  His strength, kindness and unwavering support shaped me into who I am today.  
Losing him during the pandemic was an  indescribable pain, a reminder of how fragile life is.  However, through the 
grief, I carry his lessons and love with me every day, striving to honor his memories in everything I do.  One day, I was 
running in the park and suddenly I received a call from my sister.  She was very scared and told me the bad news.           
My dad tested positive for COVID 19, and, at that moment, I felt how my body started to feel paralyzed.      
Unfortunately, I was not in Mexico, and I couldn’t fly because it was not allowed.  After two weeks of my dad being in 
the hospital, I received the call that nobody wants to have.  Sadly, my dad had passed away.  It was the worst day of 
my life when it happened.  I felt frustrated because I couldn’t be with him for the last time.  However, I remembered 
the time when we talked about death.  This conversation helped me cope with my loss.  I admired him because he had 
prepared us for this difficult situation.  I know this is a part of life, and I’m so thankful to God for the dad that I had.     
He taught me to be perseverant, disciplined, educated, and everything I am now is thanks to him because he was my 
role model.  That’s why I will always admire him. 

Every year, the Florida Literacy Coalition publishes a book of essays written by 
Florida Adult Learners.  The Clearview Adult Education Center ESOL Students 
love to write so each year we submit some of their essays.  Reading the student 
stories is a truly emotional experience.  A few of them put a smile on my face 
and all of them make me think and help me understand the writer’s lives much 
more deeply.  Several of the most emotional and heartfelt essays bring tears 
to my eyes.  We will feature those essays in our Clearview Newsletters each 
month.  Please enjoy!! 



 

 

 
 
 

26 Letters for Infinite Possibilities to Communicate by Maria Irene Segrera 
 

“It is how life is.  We must handle every day with daily challenges.  I live in St. Petersburg, FL, and I could confirm it 
when I started to work in a beautiful place where we help autistic people to communicate.  A lot of people think autistic 
people are different from others because they cannot communicate their needs, feelings, worries, and dreams with 
their voices.  Well, thank God, it ends with a helpful method of communication called S2C (Spelling to Communicate).  
Through a letter board and a communication partner, people with this spectrum can express all their hearts have within.  
The partner can be their parent, sibling, friend, relative, or a person who wants to help them.  It is amazing how we can 
learn from autistic people and how they can communicate between themselves.  They really talk with their hearts, and 
the most beautiful thing is they are conscious that we cannot understand them.  But when we can understand that, 
even though they cannot communicate through speaking, they can do it through a letter board, we can see that their 
world is amazing, and we have a lot to learn about them.  Personally, for me, it has been the most beautiful experience, 
and it has confirmed to me that while the human beings are together in community helping each other we can do great 
things.  It is important to be patient and humble to understand their behavior.  The way autistic people can feel and 
perceive the world it is completely different.  They can be as successful as any person who speaks.  When an autistic 
person is quiet, reserved, looking, it is a way how they express themselves.  We need to learn a lot to help.  I am grateful 
to God, because living in the United States has allowed me to meet beautiful people and let me know that we are all 
connected, and we can do great things.  Recently, on Netflix, I saw a documentary about an autistic girl called 
“Makayla’s Voice: A letter to the World.”  It shows how she and her family learned how to communicate, and how their 
lives changed.  Everybody has different challenges, but we are together helping each other and understanding there 
are voices that cannot be heard but can be felt.  For the autistic community, called Neurodiverse Community, it is 
important people who can speak (Neurotypical Community) understand that they want to be heard.  It is very important 
to me to be part of the community helping these beautiful people to be as great as they are.  They are pure people with 
big hearts who are here to teach us to be better and the limits of our dreams are in our limited beliefs.”  

 
 
 
 
 

My Trip to America by Khoi Ho 
 

“I came to America with my wife and two children.  We departed from Saigon to America by Philippine airlines.        
Before arriving in America, we transited in Manila Airport.  During the flight we were served food and soft drinks.           
My children and I liked the foods so much, but my wife ate a little food because she only likes Vietnamese foods, so she 
was so tired.  Our flight arrived at Los Angeles Airport at midnight on September 20, 2023.  After we got off the plane, 
we went to the check-in area.  At that time there weren’t many people, so it took us around 30 minutes to meet a       
U.S. Customs and Border Protection  Officer.  He saluted us with a smile and asked us to give him our passports and 
documents.  He checked them carefully and asked us some questions.  He spoke English so fast, and I didn’t understand 
clearly because my English wasn’t good enough to understand at all what he said.  I told him my English wasn’t good 
and asked him to speak slowly and then he spoke to us slowly and clearly.  That helped me to understand what he said.  
It took him an hour to check our cases.  I knew he was very patient with our family because he was so busy and worked 
hard all day.  Our family passed the check point, and he stamped our passports.  After he returned the passports to our 
family, he stood at attention, stated his name, his position, and welcomed our family to America.  I was surprised about 
what he did for our family.  We thanked him and said goodbye to him.  Now our family are very happy here.” 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The 49th Annual St. Petersburg International Folk Fair Society (SPIFFS) Festival was held Thursday, February 20th through 
Saturday, February 22nd at England Brothers Park in Pinellas Park.  Clearview Adult participated in the event and thanks 
to all our amazing volunteers, the festival was a wonderful experience and a rousing success.  The addition of the 
student school days on Thursday and Friday and the games and prizes at our booth were a huge hit and brought a lot 
of attention to our table.  The students were wonderful and, I hope, seemed to really enjoy the experience.                
Special kudos to Manuel Carralero, Maria Perez Estrada, Paige Griglun, Jennifer Hawley, James Kostka, Olesya Kuzmina, 
Brenda Livingston, Scott Melton, Magen Przybylski, and Tanja Vurunic for helping with set-up and running our table 
and games.  Also, a huge thank you to our wonderful students Natalia Danylenko, Ariane Bonato Delesderrier, and 
Nalva Soares Green for sharing their time and helping. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Friday before Spring Break, Clearview hosted its annual Spring Carnival.  
During this event students were invited to play fun and educational games.  
Students practiced vocabulary, and speaking and reading skills while also 
having a great time.  Thank you to all the teachers who made this day possible!  
It was a great way to send the students off to Spring Break.  



 

 

 
 
 
to Clearview’s newest United States Citizens.  I am  truly proud of you, Toan, Thao and Vu!  I know you worked very 
hard on your journey to citizenship, and new opportunities and a sense of belonging are very important to you.  I wish 
you all the best!  Your teacher, Ms. Inguna 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each month we will include programs from various 
non-profit and charitable organizations in our 
community offering free food and services to anyone 
in need.  Make sure to check out this new section 
every month. 

Toan Phan Vu Van Thien Nguyen Thao Thi Thu Tran 

6085 Park Blvd, Pinellas Park, FL 33781 



 

 

Clearview United Methodist Church 
4515 38th Ave. North 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713, 
727-522-4673 
https://clearviewumc.org/   
 

Offers free dinner every 4th Sunday from 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm.  Other programs offered are Amend - Pregnancy Loss 
Support Group, Ostomy Clinic & Angel's Closet, AA Groups, and a Scouting America Troop #334. 
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